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Ttle thing ' \vhich is happening all over the world has come a.bout so 

gradually and 'tbXough such mat erial mediUl1l3:; as to pa.ss unrecognised even by us, 

for the -moral message it realJy is ~ Instead of suspending the natural laws by 

direct intervention, God in His Wisdom has selected ·a group of men to be .purveyors 

of Eis goodness'. . In sele c.rci~g them "through vvhom to bring about this phenomenon, 

He wsn t to the humble, to t he siek, to the unfortunate . He ,vent to the drunkard, 

t.~".le so-called weakling of the world ., Well. might He have said to us: -

i" fl Into you.r weak and feeble hands I ' have entrusted a powe;r "l?eyond estimate .. To 
'" you. has · bc-en ' ,given th~t Which has be.en denied the most learned of your fellows. Not 

t o scientists or 8ta'tesmen~ not to wives or mothers, not even to my priests or 
ninis-ce l' s9 have I giV'en this gift of healing other alcoholics, which I entrust to 
you. It must be used unselfishlyo It carries vdth it grave responsibilities. No 
O.fi.y can be too lOI)g, no dem~"1.ds upon your tiine ca:rl be too urgent, no case too 
pi tiable , no task too hara.:; no effort too great. It mu§t be _used 'with toleranoo , for , . 
I have restricted its application to no race 3 no creed and no d.enom:ination. Personal 
cri.ticism you mus t · expect~ lack o f 8p:pr r;;c int i on vd.ll be corrnnon, ridicule will be , 
y our lc'~~ your m£Yrr\1'e s -vdll be misjudged" SG.ccess shall not always attend your . 
efforts in your work vrith other alcoholics. You must be prepared for adversity, 
for vJ1at men call adversity is the ladder you must use to ascend towards' spiritual 
perfection; and remember, in the exe :rc:.E<·e cf this po\ver, I shall not exact of you 
beyond your' capabilities. You are net scJected because~ of exception5.l talents; 
o.nd be careful alwa.;ys,? if sucoess att e:Cids yo~~:( efforts, not to ascribe to personal 
supcriorit-J, that to which yen ca.n· l ay cla im only by virtue of kTy gifto If I had 
"mnted lea:cned men to . accomplish this mi Sf.iiOli ) the pow~r \vuuld have been entrusted 
to the physician and scientist~ If I ba d war.i.-Gcd eloquent men there would have 
lJee:n man;{ ar0Ciolls for the assignmen'ti .. for tal k is the easiest used of all the 
talents with which I have endowed mankind" If' I had wanted scholarly men; th~ 
Yiorld is filled with 'be-c'ter qualified men than you, 1Il]ho would have been available 0 

~[Oll were se l ected becau,se ' you have been outcas ts of the world, and your long 
experience as a drunkard has 'made, or should. ID2ke you humbly alert to the . cries of 
distress that come from the J.ohely hearts of alcoholics everY\'1here . Keep ever in 
mind -'che admission that you ,made .on the day that you joined A.A. - namely ~ that 
you are powerless$ and :that.·it·was only with your willingness to turn your life 
arlU. ",-vill. into My keeping that relief came to YOUa Think not, that because you 
have been dr,y one year or two years or ten years, that it is the result of your ­
unaided efforts!' The help 'which has kept you normal \irill keep you so just as_ long 
as you live this p:rogroamme which I have mapped out for you. Beware ' of the pride 
--that come s from growth!, t4e pO~\lv-er of numbers. and of invidious comparisons. be.tween 
i nuJ'selve s or of Jj'c~.~r: (;y~~g2-nii5~~~ion with other organisations whose success depends 
upon nl).lTIber s r power :? Ino:ney or position. 'llJ:1ese material things are no part of your 
creec1 0 ~-irhe succe s s- ·o f material organisations comes. from the pooling of joint ' 
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assets - yours-comes from the union of mutual liabili t~es-. Appeal for membership 
in mate :r'ial organisations is based upon a -boastful :r'eci ta'l of their accoI1!PlishmentsJ 

yours from the humble admission of w8s kness; t he motto of the successful commercial 
enterprises is: liRe profits most who se r ilS S bD s 't~ ,~ yOUI'S~ 'He serves best who seeks 
no profit t ~ The wealth of material organisations when they take their inventory, 
is measured by what thc-y have left; your's", 'iivhen you take your moral inventory, by 
wha t you ha've gi ven~ ff . . 

If these things had . been said to us there Q,Y.' 8 those upon vvhom the injunction 

might lie heavily. They might r seem. austere and. di:fficul t commands, but· thi.s would 

o~ly be because we rl8.ve forgot~ton. the critical tlB.ture of our infirmities. Physical 

disease requires ch~astic measures for its cure fj in many cases delicate~ and 

dang~rous surgery.:l Our .conditions, when we came into this group, were even more 

serious than that of one who goes to hospital with a gangerous limbo For , after all 

the limit of his risk , is his life ~ while we rie,ked life and in addition things more 

precious, ' sani ty ~ honour, self-respect. We Cs.n,flDt G:A.--pe et to reach e. problem so 

deep-seated that science deemed it insoluble:; w'i th as little effort as is~, required 

for the removal of a decayed tooth. It requires 'the doing of difficult things, 

'incluaing self-discipline and above ,all t1,nswc!""l.r ing obedience to a conscience~_ It 

is part of God! s therapy that man: s 

performance of difficu1 t tasks o 

"" * 
~OVf If'~D.:c gins<) 

re quir~ s high moral courage in the 

Anonymous. 

When we hear of someone "Yho has a l~elapse, thought of it should help us cling 

the ' more tenaciously to the right side of the roa~ We alcoholics have had enough 

evidence to now know 'that we can live for yea:-cs in snfety and security - but it 

only take s one drink, at any time, and tr ago a,y come s CJ Except for some very narrow 

escapes, . many of us - perhaps all of ' us no 'COUld be numbered with those who have had ' 

the misfortune of a relapsel) And we may never Jmow ~now narrowly we had missed - or 

how tru~~fully we can say tThere, but for the Grace of God, go It. In our- daily 

lives and in much that we do " there is often, only a very thin line between success 

and failure. Much may depend on something that y{(; have treated in an inconsequent­

-ial manner that could mean the difference between safet,y and sorrow ~ or it could 

be one v~ong decision among a thousand right oneso All of us should have com-

-"pf).ssion and understanding for that fellow member -vvb,o has met misfbrtune, for the 

m~n who has made- a mistakeo Not one member of our organisation, anywhere at any 

time, has any reason to be smug or complacen"b over vvhat he is or what he has~ for 

'all that he is or has was given to him. Let us remember that we who have been 

fortunate have so far been spared through God's Grace - and the next time we see 

or hear of someone less fortunate let' s re}n<~mbe ::~ ~Th8re but for the Grace of God 

go I t ~ Let us remember too, that absolute safety for 'us lies only in the meriting 

of the Grace of God , through conscious contact ~vi th H"; m' , 
"'- C> From John G t s. sorapbook. 

THREE CHEERS FOR INTOLERANCE. 
'~ ---- ----~- UWhy shoulCffi ?t we be intolerant? This tolerance is 
unfair to the weaker people 'vvho . need. the guard !'8.-ils of deterrence very often •. 
'Wholesome fear is a good thing - it doesn!t produce frightened people, it provides 
a 'security for thewaek. A child who is expected to be home at a certain ' time at 
night is a ' happier child and one less l~_kely to fall Jco temptation than one whose 
parents are too tolerant over the matter, in tact vvishy-washy about J_to U 

C.AoJoyce talking on the B.B.C. 

Here is our -tourist. map again with q,litc a bit mJre information on it~ The page is 
getting quite full now though, and we wonde re d if we w-ouldn't do the map again but 
run a small directory instead. You people will hnve t c supply the information so how 
about letting us jlr..now vvhat you vvould like" }:IanJ thanks ' to those ,who have expressed 
appreciation of the paper and thanks too to t he odo. cr itic "'" the occasional brickbat 
is good for our souls I guess. 
Leslie Mo advises new address 143 Ki ngs Crt~ S ",rlCniii8:C Butt Ph one Wgtne 66000j97071vI 
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Alcoholics Anonyrnous is a /ello'wship 01 men and women 
'~Jka share their experience, strength and hop~with eaoh 
llther tl~at they r.rta.y solve their cQntmon problem and help 
pthers' to recover from alcolwlism. 

The o.nly requ.irement lor melnbership is an honestde,{jire 
tQstop drinking. A./t has nQ dues or fees_ '", I t' i$ no.t allied 
1-tJith. any sect, denomination, pol'ltics., organization ,or institu-­
~~QU ; does not wish to eng(j,ge in any controver S1, nettlter en.­
d~i'$eJ {'i,or opposes any causes. Onr prirnary pu,rpqS(J is to 
I{t!!kl s(}be~:, (trU[ help otlu;T (zlcohoZic,fj to ach.ie1}esobr~~ 

rite A"lt Progrant. of Recover), is incorporated in ' 

T ln :::t< T"'§tte f 'l.J'p .Steps . " iC., ..t!" " ,1 , v,... , , '" 

Stf1) (:}m{~ lP'/? i4d'!.lJi,ttea tC(J ~'!R~'e j'(iWer1fUS 0,1Hff alcohol " In4-1 (J1lr J,iveJ hllJ 
hf('f)Jil'l:t " fHlJ']'(I.'f'h1 gW4b le~ 

.step. "rWQ~ Cd!?Ze to 1;(:!ktN~, that a Pt);(.i1!l' grea-ttJ1 than oftr.f(Jlv~J I,xmlJ res/ore 

Stet} Three: A1ddc d deciJil}N to t1.Irn our wH/. and Oftr iitles (]V(.1f' .tQ t!;llJ(are of 
~ .' . 

(/od <t.,f U1{' filtderJ f(Ii'h l him. ' 

C' ' t: ' '1 I 1 ' . " r i' f ' F !::,t.~p ('m:r: l l: c1i f {~ ,It',1fcnlng ,:mtt f e.:n·) i:fJJ tflOra , lm;elltOfY () (')tlfJ/?J.1H?f, 

St(~P Five : AdmJp(:,J to God: to cWrJeh1eJ and to anotber hl./tlMIt being the 
e.:;'~dft rt.,:~fl(.re of U/:Ir U'f tjiJg,r, 

Step Six : U7 t're ('n/lrely fMdy to batH] . God remot'f:,' dt! the,re defects of , 

tl:M:f~~,(;~f 1?f • 

step 'Seven : 1i!i1?lMyaJ~; Him, if) l'emOf,le OIJr lhortc()mings, 

Step Eight.: ;'Hdde d hrl of aU perJ(JuJwt' had harmed add ' be~time ·ti-,iJling to 
ft14l1(/ ,tmelldJ to I.he1fl .:Iii, . 

, S!~P Nine: i\J...de direct ~1t!l~l1ds to Sflch peop.le lif helle1.'er POJ'.fihle, l!xce pi 
when to do JO W()f(/J ill/ure iberr~ Oi' otherJ , 

, Step Ten: 'Crmtintted to take pel'JOl1al (mien/vI'Y and when wewlfre uJrong, 

pJ'M7'tptly admiuf d il , 

$~'.\lP. 'Eleven: S.()f{g/I/ through prdj','t 4ild 1,zeditclliort to improve (tIff cOtIJC;OIlJ 

. . ~'#!'~'t;'1f l 1.lJith God ,::1 I(.'(! tmdf.'I'Jtood him; !)f{~y;nl;" 011/Y .101' ' J~; '/Io'lf!./~4geof his . 

;{t?;iil fm' .t1J'. and the P(,)U}(!J" to f arty that out. .' .-... 

.,Step Twelve : Hfwing h.lld d _:/J/rit/('l/ awakening as tbe, rellllt of tbese Steps. ', 
'rci? Iv~jf?d to cf!l'l'J this meJJd.ge to ali'ohalio and to prdctice liJeJe /nintiples hi 

. all .-rJ:1:t~' 41fai f J.: · . . ' 

~n.I£ A.a,."pAAYER ... ~ ... 
_ ','I' ' 
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