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GOD qP-ErLR.ﬁ e h. e

The thing which is happening 211 over the world has come about so

gradually and through such meterial mediums, as to pass unrecognised even by us,
for the moral inessagé it really is. Instead of suspending the natural laws by
direc{- intervention, God in His Wisdom has selected a group of men to be purveyors
of His goodness. In éelec‘i;ing them through whom to bring about this phenomenon,
He went to the humble, to the sick, to the unfortunate. He went to the drunkard,
the so=called weakling of the world., Well might He have said to ust=~

i Tnto your weak end feeble hands I have entrusted a power beyond estimate. To

~ you has bésn given that which has been denied the most learned of your fellows. Not
4o scilentists or statesmen, no% to wives or mothers, not even to my priests or
ninisters, have I given this gift of healing other zlcoholics, which I entrust to
youe. I% must be used unselfishly. It carries with it grave responsibilities. No
dny can be too long, no demands upon your time can be too urgent, no case too
pitisble, no task too hard, no effort too great. It must be used with tolerance,for.
I have restricted its spplication to nc race, no creed and no denomination. Personal

criticism you mush expect, lack of sppreciation will be common, ridicule will be.
your lLck, your mofives will be nlsgadgcm - Success shall not always attend your.

efforts in your work with other alcoholics. You must be prepared for adversity,

Tor what men call adversity is the ladder you must use to ascend towards spiritual
perfection; and remember, in the exeracice ci’ this power, I shall not exact of you
beyond your capabilities. You are nct selected because of exceptional talents;
ond be careful always, if sucoess aticads your efforts, not to ascribe to personal
superiority, that to which you tan lay clsim only by virtue of My gifte If I had
wented learned men to accomplish this mission, the power would have been eatrusted
to the physician and scientist., If I had wanted eloquent men there would have
been many anxious for the assignment, for talk is the easiest used of 211 the
talents with which I have endowed mankind. If I had wanted scholarly men, the
world is filled with beiter qualified men than you, who would have been availasble,
Tou were seliscted because you have been outcasts of the world, and your long
experience as a drunkard has made, or should meke you humbly alert to the cries of
distress that come from the lonely hearts of alcoholics everywhere., Kecp ever in .
mind the admission that you made on the day thet you joined A.A. - namely, that : |
you are powerless; and that it was only with your willingness to turn your life
anG will into My keeping that relief came to you. Think not, that because you
have been dry one year or two years or ten years, that it is the result of your-
unaided efforts. The help which has kept you normal will keep you so Jjust as long
a2s you live this programme which I have mapped out for you. Beware of the pride
“that comes from growth, the vower of numbers and of invidious comparisons between
yourselves or of pour Srgonissdion with othker organisations whose success depends
upon numbers. power, money or position. These material things -are no part of your
creed. - The success of material organisations comes from the pooling of joint




assets =~ yours—-comes from the union of mutual liabilities.  Appeal for membership
in material organisations is based upon a boastful recital of their accomplishments,
yours from the humble admission of weakmess; the motto of the successful commercial
ernterprises is: fHe profits most who serves best?; vours: 'He serves best who seeks

ne profiti. The weelth of material organisations when they take their inventory,
is measured by what they have left; yours, when you take your morel inventory, by
what you have given."

If these things had been said to us there axe those upon whom the injunciion
might lie heavily. They might seem austere and difficult commands, but this would
only be because we have forgotton the critical nature of our infirmities. Physical
disease requires drastic measures for its cure, in many cases delicate and
dangerous surgery. Our conditions, when we came into this group, wEre even more
serious than that of one who goes to hospital with a gangerous limb,. For after all
the 1limit of his risk is his life, while we ricked life and in addition things more
precious, sanity, honour, self-respect. We cannot sxpect to reach a problem so
deep-seated that science deemed it insoluble, with as little effort as is requifed
for the removal of a decayed tooth., It reguires the doing of difficult things,
including self-discipline and above all unswerving obedience to a conscience., It
is part of God'!s therapy that man®s co-opereftion requires high moral courage in the

performance of difficult tasks. ;
” % - % Anonymous.

Narrow Marginss

When we hear of someone who has a relepse, thought of it should help us cling
the more tenaciously to the right side of the road, We alcoholics have had enough
evidence to now know that we can live for years in safety and security - but it
only takes one drink, at any éime, and trag:dy coimnes., Except for some very narrow
escapes, many of us - perhaps all of us - could be numbered with those who have had
the misfortune of a relapse., And we may never know how narrowly we had missed - or
how truthfully we can sey ‘'There, but for the Grace of Cod, go I's 1In our deily
lives and in much that we do, there is offen only a very thin line between success
and failure, Much may depend on something that we have treated in an inconsequent-
~ial menner that could mean the difference between safety and sorrow - or it could
be one wrong decision among a thousand right ones, A1l of us should have com=-
-passion and understanding for that fellow member who has met misfortune, for the
man who has made a mistake. Not one member of our organisation, anywhere at any
time, has any reason to be smug or complacent over what he is or what he has, for
all that he is or has was given to him, Let us remember that we who have been
fortunate have so far been spared through Godfs Grace = and the next time we see
or hear of someone less fortunate let's remeuwber *There but for the Grace of God
EOWIE Let us remember too, that absclute safety for us lies only in the meriting

of the Grace of God through conscious contact with Hlmg’From John G's. scrapbook.

THREE CHEERS FOR INTOLERANCE,

"Why shouldn’# we be intolerant? = This tolerance is
unfair to the weaker people who.need the guard rails of deterrence very often., -
Wholesome fear is a good thing ~ it dcesn't produce frightened people, it provides
a securlty for the waek. A child who is expected to be home at a certain time at
night is a happier child and one less likely %o fall %o temptation than one whose
parents are too tolerant over the matter, in fact wishy-washy about it."

C.h.Joyce talking on the B.B.C.

Here is our tourist map agein with guite a bit more information on it. The page is
getting quite full now though, and we wondercd if we wouldn't do the map again but
run a small directory instead. You people will have tc supply the information so how
about letting us jknow what you would like. Iiany +hanks to those who have expresscd
appreciation of the paper and thanks too to ithe o0dd critic = the occasional brickbat
is good for our souls I guess.
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Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and wonen
wha shere their expericnce, sirength and hope with each
other that they may solve their cemmon problem and help
others to recover jrom alcoholism.

The only requirement for membership is an honest desire
ta siop drinking. A.A. has no dues or fees. It is not allied
with any sect, denomination, politics, organization or instiiu
tion; does not wish lo engege in any controversy, neither en-
dorses nor cpposes any causes. Qur primary purpose is to
stuy sober and help other alcokolics to achieve sobriety.

The 4.A. Program of Recovery is incorporated in

The Twelve Steps

Step Cner We wdmiited we were powerless over aleokol . . that ony lives had

Ferome pmmanageabie.

Step Two: Came io believe that a Power greater than onyselves could restore

3 15 ARy,
Siep Three: Made a decision to turn ony will and our lives over to the care of
God as we anderstood him. i

Step Your: Made ¢ warching and fearless moral inventory of ousselves.

Step Fve: Adamitted 1o God, to owurselves and to another buman being ihe
exact nature af ony wrongs.

Step Six: Were entirely veady 1o have God remove all these defects of

eharactet.

Step Seven: Hunihly ask Him 10 remove onr thortcomings.

Step Bight: Made a list of all persons we had harmed and berame willing to

wnabe anends to them all.

Step Nine: Made direct amends Io suych people iwhenever possible, excepl
when to do so wonld injure ihem or others.

 Step Ten; Continned to iake personal invenfory and when we were wrong,

prewapily admitied 4.

Step Eleven: Songht through prayer and meditation 10 improve ey fORSCIONS

emittart with God as we wnderstood him, praying only for kaowtedge of his

will for us and the power 1o carry that out.

;S-teﬁ Twelve: Having bad d spiritnal awakening as the result of these Steps,-

awe tried to carvy this message 1o alcobelics and to practice these principles in
all wnr gffairs. e :

- THE AAFRAYER. ..
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